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1 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 BACKGROUND 

1.1.1 Rolton Kilbride (the “Applicant”) is seeking to obtain planning permission for a 

Renewable Energy Centre (REC), with capability with capability to generate electricity 

and heat for local commercial energy users, located on land at Hillthorn Farm, 

Washington, Sunderland (the “Application Site”). 

1.1.2 The Application site is located within the administrative area of Sunderland City 

Council (SCC). The location and context of the Application Site to the wider surroundings 

is illustrated on Figure 1.1, the extent of the Application Site is shown on Figure 1.2. 

The REC is known as Sunderland Renewable Energy Centre and referred to within this 

Environmental Statement (ES) as the “Proposed Development”. 

1.1.3 The Proposed Development would be capable of accepting up to 215,000 tonnes 

of waste per annum, which would otherwise go to landfill and have generating capacity 

of up to 27 megawatts (MW) gross of electricity. 

1.2 THE APPLICANT AND EIA PROJECT TEAM 

1.2.1 The Applicant is Rolton Kilbride Limited, a collaboration between Rolton Group, a 

long established, multi-disciplined engineering consultancy with specialisms in clean 

technologies and Kilbride, which offers expertise in development and infrastructure.   

1.2.2 Rolton Kilbride is currently working on a portfolio of other REC projects, which 

include sites that have been granted planning permission in Rotherham, Birmingham and 

North Warwickshire. 

1.2.3 The consultants who have contributed to the preparation of this ES are referenced 

in the project directory at the front of this document. 

1.2.4 To ensure the completeness and quality of this ES it has been prepared by 

Pegasus Group. Pegasus Group is one of the founding members of the Institute of 

Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA) Quality Mark which is a mark of 

excellence in EIA co-ordination and management. Pegasus Group has obtained, and 

retained since inception, its EIA Quality Mark status which is assessed by IEMA. 

1.3 EIA PROCESS 

1.3.1 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a process, which identifies the 

potential environmental effects of a development and then seeks to avoid, reduce or 

offset any adverse effects through mitigation measures. Its key characteristics are that it 

is: 

• Systematic – comprising a sequence of tasks defined both by regulation and 

by good practice, leading to the use of the information that is gathered to 

inform decision-making as to whether or not the proposed development 

should be allowed to proceed; 

• Analytical - requiring the application of specialist skills from the environmental 

sciences; 

• Impartial – its aim being to inform the decision maker rather than to promote 

the project; 
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• Consultative – with provision being made for obtaining feedback from 

interested parties including local authorities and statutory agencies;  

• Iterative - allowing opportunities for environmental concerns to be addressed 

during the planning and design of a project; and 

• Interactive, whereby the proposals for the key stages of the development are 

progressively refined in response to environmental as well as technical 

considerations with a view to minimising the scheme’s potential adverse 

environmental effects and maximising environmental benefits. 

1.3.2 The EIA process is iterative, but the process can be broken down into the 

following stages which must be followed: 

• Site selection and feasibility; 

• Consideration of alternative sites; 

• Screening – to determine whether an EIA is required; 

• Pre-application consultation and Scoping; 

• Baseline studies to establish the existing environmental conditions at the site; 

• Identification of potential environmental effects; 

• Mitigation to avoid or reduce the effects through iterative design process; 

• Assessment of residual effects; 

• Preparation of Environmental Statement; 

• Consideration of application, Environmental Statement and other supporting 

information by SCC and consultees;  

• Determination of Application. 

1.4 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS 

1.4.1 Under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

(England) Regulations 2017, the current proposals fall within Schedule 2 Category 3 (a) 

Industrial installations for the production of electricity, steam and hot water where the 

development exceeds 0.5 ha. 

1.4.2 The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England) 

Regulations 2017 require that a proposed development which falls within the description 

of a ‘Schedule 2 Development’ within the meaning of the Regulations, will require an 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) where the development is likely to have 

significant effects on the environment by virtue of such factors as its nature, size or 

location (Regulation 2).  

1.4.3 Under the EIA Regulations, proposals which fall within the scope of Schedule 2 

development. This EIA has been produced in recognition of the strategic significance of 

the development and the expected local interest in the proposals. The EIA and this ES 

have been undertaken and prepared with due regard to the criteria of Schedule 4 of the 

Regulations. The ES includes an assessment of the predicted effects of the Proposed 

Development, focussing, as required by the EIA Regulations, on those effects that have 
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the potential to be significant. The content of the ES, as well as the overall approach to 

the EIA, has also been designed to reflect other requirements of the EIA Regulations as 

well as widely recognised good practice in EIA. 

1.5 THE ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT 

1.5.1 The scope and content of the ES is based on the following: 

• Review of the baseline situation through existing information, including data, 

reports, surveys and desk-top studies; 

• Consideration of relevant National and Development Plan policies; 

• Consideration of potential sensitive receptors; 

• Identification of likely significant environmental effects and an evaluation of 

their duration and magnitude; 

• Expert opinion; 

• Modelling; 

• Use of relevant technical and good practice guidance; and 

• Specific consultations with appropriate bodies. 

1.6 STRUCTURE OF ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT 

1.6.1 This ES comprises studies on each of the aspects of the environment identified as 

likely to be significantly affected by the Proposed Development, which are supported 

with technical appendices where appropriate. This ES is structured as follows: 

• Volume 1: Comprises the written statement and graphic material in the form 

of figures, drawings and photomontages, which is the main volume of the ES. 

A breakdown of the contents of each chapter of the written statement is 

provided below; 

• Volume 2: Contains the Technical Appendices to the main volume of the ES; 

and 

• Non-Technical Summary which provides a concise summary of the ES. 

1.6.2 The chapters in Volume 1 are set out as follows: 

• Chapter 1: Background, Introduction & Context – introduces the Proposed 

Development and sets out the EIA Regulations and structure of the ES; 

• Chapter 2: Assessment Approach– outlines the approach and methodology 

taken in preparation of the ES.  

• Chapter 3: Site Description and Development Proposals – describes the 

existing site conditions and site context plus the scheme proposals including 

issues such as electrical connection, construction and operation; 

• Chapter 4: Alternatives – explains the reasons for site selection, 

consideration of alternatives and consideration of cumulative issues; 
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• Chapter 5: Air Quality – a detailed assessment which considers road traffic 

emissions and those from the chimney stack; 

• Chapter 6: Landscape / Townscape and Visual Impact – evaluates the likely 

significant effects of the Proposed Development upon the landscape / 

townscape character of the area (both built-up areas and green spaces) and 

on the visual amenity of receptors; 

• Chapter 7: Traffic and Transport – addresses the transport and access issues 

which could arise on the transport network and which could be attributable to 

changes in predicted travel demand associated with the Proposed 

Development; 

• Chapter 8: Hydrology and Flood Risk – an assessment of the potential effects 

on water resources, to encompass surface water and groundwater quality, 

surface water and groundwater resources and flooding issues within the 

vicinity of the Proposed Development; 

• Chapter 9: Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions – evaluates issues relating 

to existing geo-environmental conditions at the Proposed Development; 

• Chapter 10: Noise - an assessment of the potential noise effects of the 

Proposed Development during construction and operation; 

• Chapter 11: Ecology and Nature Conservation – evaluates the ecological 

interest of the site and the likely significant effects of the Proposed 

Development on any sensitive species and habitats; 

• Chapter 12: Archaeology and Cultural Heritage – an assessment of potential 

effects upon heritage assets which include below-ground archaeological 

remains and above ground features such as buildings or earthworks; 

• Chapter 13: Socio-Economics – considers the socio-economic effects of the 

Proposed Development and addresses issues such as employment; and 

• Chapter 14: Summary – provides a summary of each of the chapters 

contained in the ES, including any key issues which are identified and how 

they will be addressed. 

1.7 ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT AVAILABILITY AND COMMENTS 

1.7.1 This ES is available for public viewing as a hard copy within SCC offices during 

normal office hours: 

Sunderland City Council 

 Economy and Place 

 Civic Centre 

 Burdon Road 

 Sunderland 

 SR2 7DN 

1.7.2 The ES may be purchased in printed Volumes, the costs for which are set out 

below: 

• Non-Technical Summary – Free of charge 
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• Volume 1: Main Volume and Figures - £150 

• Volume 2: Technical Appendices - £150 

1.7.3 Copies of all ES documents can be obtained on CD for £15. For copies of any of 

the above please contact Pegasus Group at the following address: 

Pegasus Group 

Pegasus House 

Querns Business Centre 

Whitworth Road 

Cirencester 

Gloucestershire 

GL7 1RT 

 

Tel: 01285 641717 

Fax: 01285 642348 

1.8 OTHER DOCUMENTS 

1.8.1 A number of other documents have been submitted to SCC as part of or 

accompanying the planning application. These are set out in the covering letter to the 

planning application and are summarised below: 

• Application Forms (including Certificates); 

• Technical Drawings; 

• Planning Statement; 

• Design & Access Statement; 

• Coal Mining Risk Assessment; 

• Fire Risk Assessment; and 

• Statement of Community Involvement. 

1.9 PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATIONS WITH SCC 

1.9.1 The Applicants have been engaged in a pre-application consultation process with 

SCC prior to the submission of the planning application.  The advice received included 

guidance setting out the planning policy context that an application would be judged 

against and an indication of the documentation necessary to support an application. 

1.10 PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

1.10.1 Public consultation has been a fundamental and integral process of the planning 

application preparation. A focussed and timely strategy to engage with local stakeholders 

was delivered and comprised a press release; residents and press briefings; residents 

group meetings; a leaflet drop and invitation to three public exhibitions where members 

of the design team as well as the technology providers, air quality and transport 

consultants were available to answer any queries.  

1.10.2 The full details of the public consultation strategy and feedback from the events 

are included within the accompanying Statement of Community Involvement. 


