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11  ECOLOGY AND NATURE CONSERVATION 

11.1 Introduction 

11.1.1 The Application Site (see Figure 11.1) is entirely comprised of hardstanding.  

11.1.2 Information to inform this Chapter has been compiled from a desk study, and an 

Extended Phase I habitat survey, enabling the determination of the likely ecological 

effects of the proposed development.  

11.1.3 This assessment establishes the presence/ likely presence or likely absence of 

protected or notable species, identifies statutory designated sites for nature conservation 

in the vicinity of the Proposed Development and evaluates the overall conservation 

status of the Application Site. The potential for the Proposed Development to have an 

effect on designated sites and protected and notable species is discussed.  

11.2 Assessment Approach 

Methodology 

11.2.1 This assessment aims to provide an objective and transparent assessment of the 

ecological effects of the Proposed Development and determine the consequences in the 

context of articles of wildlife and countryside legislation, policy guidance and both Local 

and National Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs). 

11.2.2 This ecological assessment has been undertaken with reference to the principles 

of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) 

‘Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment’ (2016), which focuses on those activities 

that could potentially generate significant ecological effects on important ecological 

features. The appraisal methodology also reflects the Town and Country Planning 

(Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2011.  

Zone(s) of Influence 

11.2.3 An initial review of ecological features, together with a review of the likely 

activities associated with the Proposed Development, was used to identify zones of 

influence for the assessment. Within this, specific study areas were identified for the 

desk study and field survey required to inform the valuation of ecological features and 

the selection of important ecological features scoped in to the assessment.  The zones of 

influence vary in accordance with the typical distribution and movements of individual 

species and the likely mobility of qualifying interests of statutory designated sites. 

Feature Importance 

11.2.4 Reference was made to documents listed in the Policy Context section of this 

document in order to assess the findings of baseline surveys against known assessment 

criteria. Where uncertainties exist, professional judgment has been used to inform the 

ecological assessment and this has been highlighted in the text.  

11.2.5 In order to determine the baseline conditions present at, and in the vicinity of, 

the Application Site in relation to species and habitats and to allow determination of 

important ecological features, a data gathering exercise was initiated as outlined below. 
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Data Gathering 

Desk study 

11.2.6 The following data sources have been used in the compilation of this assessment: 

 The Warwickshire Biodiversity Record Centre (WBRC) and the Ecological 

Database for Birmingham and the Black Country (EcoRecord) provided 

records of protected and priority species, species of local and national 

conservation concern and non-statutory designated sites of nature 

conservation interest from within a 2km radius from the approximate centre 

of the Application Site. 

 The Multi Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside (MAGIC), Joint 

Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) and Natural England (NE) websites to 

obtain information on statutory sites from within a 5km radius of the Site 

boundary, extended to 20km for Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and 

Ramsars; and 

 Reference was also made to Ordnance Survey maps of the wider area using 

on-line aerial images (www.google.co.uk/maps) in order to determine any 

features of nature conservation interest in the surrounding landscape. 

Field Survey Methodologies  

11.2.7 The following section details the field surveys carried out to inform the ecology 

assessment. 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

11.2.8 The habitat survey was carried out on the 25th February 2016 by Mr T Winter BSc 

Grad CIEEM; an experienced field surveyor.  

11.2.9 The Extended Phase 1 habitat survey area comprised the entire Application Site 

(see Figure 11.1) plus the immediately bordering habitats, where visible from within 

the Site boundary.  

11.2.10 The survey methodology employed was based-upon that outlined in the 

‘Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey - a Technique for Environmental Audit’, JNCC 

(2010), whereby all habitats within the Application Site are mapped and described using 

a series of ‘target notes’ (TN) to provide an overview of the site.  This habitat survey 

method was extended through the additional recording of specific features indicating the 

presence, or likely presence, of protected species and other species of conservation 

significance. 

Bats 

11.2.11 A walkover of the site was undertaken to identify and record any habitats 

(structures or trees) that may be suitable for roosting bats, aiming to determine the 

suitability of the site for bats. A ground-based preliminary assessment of the potential 

suitability of roosting habitats was made, following the methodology outlined in Collins et 

al. (2016). 

11.2.12 Suitability for roosting bats was classified as follows (taken from Collins et al., 

2016, Table 4.1): 

 Negligible: Negligible habitat features on site likely to be used by roosting 

bats. 
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 Low: A structure with one of more potential roost sites that could be used by 

individual bats opportunistically.  Structures do not provide enough space, 

shelter, protection, appropriate conditions and/or suitable surrounding habitat 

to be used on a regular basis or by larger numbers of bats. A tree of sufficient 

size and age to contain potential roost features but with none seen from the 

ground or with only very limited potential. 

 Moderate: A structure with one or more potential roost sites that could be 

used by bats due to their size, shelter, protection, conditions and surrounding 

habitat but unlikely to support a roost of high conservation status. 

 High: A structure or tree with one or more potential roost sites that are 

obviously suitable for use by larger numbers of bats on a more regular basis 

and potentially for longer periods of time due to their size, shelter, protection, 

conditions and surrounding habitat. 

Assessment of Significance 

11.2.13 The significance of an effect on each ecological feature is based upon the 

interaction between the importance of the feature and the change potentially effected 

upon it. These terms are explained in the following text.   

11.2.14 Relevant European, national and local guidance from governments and specialist 

organisations (as outlined in the Legislation and Policy Framework) was referred to in 

order to determine the importance of ecological features. Additionally, importance can be 

determined on a contextual basis, taking into account the results of baseline surveys and 

the importance of features within the context of the geographic area and does not 

necessarily relate solely to the level of legal protection that a feature receives. Ecological 

features may be important for a variety of reasons, examples of which include the 

diversity and naturalness of habitats, the rarity of species or the geographical location of 

species relative to their known range. 

11.2.15 In this assessment, feature importance is described on a scale from 

International to Less than Local (or Site level), as detailed in Table 11.1.  

Table 11.1: Geographic Importance in descending order. 

Scale of Importance Definition 

International and European Beyond a UK scale, typically at European level.  

National England  

Regional  West Midlands 

County Warwickshire 

Local  North Warwickshire/ Hams Hall 

Site Considered within the context of the Application Site.  

Effects Parameters 

11.2.16 Effects have been further described in terms of the parameters detailed in Table 

11.2.    
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Table 11.2: Environmental Parameters 

Environmental 

Parameter 

Description 

Magnitude The ‘size’ or amount of the effect is referred to as the magnitude and 

is determined on a quantitative basis where possible. 

Extent The area over which an effect occurs.  The magnitude and extent of 

an effect may be synonymous. 

Duration The time over which an effect is expected to last prior to the 

recovery or replacement of the feature.  This can be considered in 

terms of life cycles of species or regeneration of habitats.   The 

duration may be longer than the duration of an activity. 

Reversibility Reversible (or temporary) effects are those that do not last the 

duration of the development.  Either spontaneous recovery or 

effective mitigation is possible.  Irreversible (or permanent) effects 

will last the duration of the proposed development and recovery is 

not possible within a reasonable timescale. 

Timing and 

frequency 

The timing of effects in relation to important seasonal and/or life 

cycle constraints has also been evaluated.  Similarly, the frequency 

with which activities and simultaneous effects would take place can 

be an important determinant, and has therefore also been assessed 

and described where possible. 

11.2.17 Consideration has been given to how baseline conditions may change over the 

course of the Proposed Development.  Changes in this baseline could occur through land 

use and habitat changes, in the form of differing management and natural growth or 

succession of habitats.    

Magnitude of Change 

11.2.18 The magnitude of change effected on each feature can be defined on a scale 

ranging from high to negligible as detailed in Table 11.3. The likelihood or probability 

that an effect will occur is described as far as possible based on available information. 

The likelihood of an effect occurring is referred to throughout this Chapter using the 

following terms: certain, likely, unlikely or highly unlikely. While it is reasonably 

straightforward to identify effects that are certain to occur, or conversely will not occur, 

it is generally less practicable to quantify occurrences defined as 'likely' or 'unlikely'. In 

these circumstances, professional judgement is used, with reasoning supported by 

available evidence. 

Table 11.3: Magnitude of Change 

Magnitude Criteria 

High The effect (either on its own or with other proposals) may adversely or 

positively affect the biodiversity conservation status of a site/population, 

in terms of the coherence of its ecological structure and function, across 

its whole area, that enables it to sustain the habitat, complex of habitats 

and/or the population levels of species of interest. 

Medium Biodiversity conservation status of a site or population would not be 

adversely or positively affected, but some element of the functioning 

might be affected and the effect on the site/population is likely to be 

significant in terms of its ability to sustain some part of itself in the long 
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Magnitude Criteria 

term. 

Low Neither of the above applies, but some minor adverse or beneficial effect 

is evident on a temporary basis or affects extent of habitat abundant in 

the local area. 

Negligible No observable effect in either direction. 

Significance of Effect 

11.2.19 Ecological effects are considered in terms of geographic scale, capacity of 

receiving features to accommodate change, conservation objectives, conservation status 

and condition of the site or its interest/qualifying features. It considers whether the 

structure and function of an ecosystem may be changed, whether processes or key 

characteristics will be removed or changed, or whether there will be an effect on the 

nature, extent, structure and function of component habitats; or there is an effect on the 

average population size and viability of component species.  

11.2.20 A significant effect is assessed to be an effect that either supports or 

undermines biodiversity conservation, including effects on structure and function of 

defined sites, habitats or ecosystems and the conservation status of habitats and species 

(such as extent, abundance and distribution). The 2016 CIEEM guidelines on ecological 

impact assessment note that "A significant effect does not necessarily equate to an 

effect so severe that consent for the project should be refused planning permission. For 

example, many projects with significant negative ecological effects can be lawfully 

permitted following EIA procedures as long as the mitigation hierarchy has been applied 

effectively as part of the decision-making process." 

11.2.21 Professional judgement is used based on these variables. In cases of reasonable 

doubt, where it is not possible to robustly justify a conclusion of no significant effect, a 

significant effect has been assumed as a precautionary approach. Where uncertainty 

exists, this is acknowledged. 

11.2.22 To help draw together and summarise the interaction between effects and 

ecological features in this chapter the following seven point scale and matrix are used, as 

detailed in Table 11.4. 

11.2.23 A significant effect in the context of this chapter is considered to be any ‘major’ 

or ‘moderate’ effect on an important ecological feature, whether beneficial or adverse. 

For the effect to be significant, the ecological integrity or conservation status of a 

sensitive feature must be influenced in some way.  It may be that the effect is large in 

magnitude or scale, irreversible, has a long-term effect, or coincides with a critical period 

in a species’ life-cycle.  

11.2.24 The scale is derived from the interaction of the importance of the ecological 

feature and magnitude of effect as detailed in the matrix set out in Table 11.4.   
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Table 11.4: Significance Matrix  
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Importance of Feature 

 High 

International/ 

National 

Medium 

Regional/ 

County 

Low Local Negligible 

Site 

High Major Major Moderate Negligible 

Medium Major Moderate Minor to 

Moderate 

Negligible 

Low Moderate Minor to 

Moderate 

Minor Negligible 

Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible 

11.2.25 Illustrated by the matrix above, a high magnitude effect on an ecological feature 

of high importance, for example a development likely to lead to chronic pollution of a 

river falling under multiple European and international designations, would lead to a 

major adverse effect.  In contrast, the temporary removal of a small area of 

undesignated improved grassland from an area where this habitat is abundant is likely to 

lead to a negligible effect on a feature of negligible importance. 

11.2.26 Where the ecological assessment proposes measures to mitigate adverse effects 

on ecological features, a further assessment of residual ecological effects, taking into 

account any ecological mitigation recommended, has been undertaken. 

Legislation and Policy Framework 

European Legislation 

11.2.27 EC Council Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna 

and Flora 92/43/EEC provides direction from Europe in regard to protection to be 

afforded to wildlife species and habitats of importance in a European context.  The 

relevant provisions of these directives are transposed into English law primarily through 

the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended).   

National Legislation and Policy 

11.2.28 The following provide national legislation with regards to species and habitats in 

England:   

 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended); 

 The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); 

 The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000; 

 The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006; 

 The Protection of Badgers Act 1992; and 

 The Hedgerows Regulations 1997. 
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Local Planning Policy and Guidance 

11.2.29 The North Warwickshire Local Plan Core Strategy1. 

11.2.30 The relevant Local Biodiversity Action Plan comprises the Warwickshire, 

Coventry and Solihull BAP, provided by the Local Biodiversity Action Partnership2. The 

only Habitat BAP relevant to the Application Site is the Built Environment; objectives for 

which are to: 

11.2.31 Conserve the biodiversity elements within the existing environment; and  

11.2.32 Create new opportunities within and around existing and new built environment. 

11.2.33 Species-specific survey guidance was used to design appropriate survey 

strategies and to determine the features to be surveyed.  These are discussed further in 

the methodology section.  Guidance applicable to the assessment and referenced 

throughout is listed below: 

 Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (2016). 

Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland.  CIEEM, 

Winchester; 

 Collins, J. (2016). Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice 

Guidelines (3rd edition). The Bat Conservation Trust, London; 

 Defra (2011). Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and 

ecosystem services. Defra. UK; and 

 JNCC (2010) Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey - a technique for 

environmental audit.  JNCC, Peterborough. 

Scoping Criteria 

11.2.34 The scope of the assessment as agreed with the Planning Authority included a 

desk study, and an Extended Phase 1 habitat survey. These were carried out to establish 

potential effects on statutory designated and non-statutory designated sites, habitats 

and protected and priority species.  

Limitations to the Assessment 

11.2.35 The Phase 1 habitat survey was conducted outside the optimal period for survey 

(April to September); however given the highly urbanised nature of the Application Site, 

this is not considered to represent a significant constraint to survey.  

11.3 Baseline Conditions 

Site Description and Context 

11.3.1 The Application Site comprises a parcel of hardstanding within the Hams Hall 

industrial estate, c. 1.2km east of the M42 and just over 1km south of Lea Marston. A 

railway line with an associated scrub and wooded corridor lies approximately 300m west 

of the Site and the River Tame lies approximately 670m away at its nearest point, 

meandering to the north and east of the Site. 

                                           
1https://www.northwarks.gov.uk/info/20028/forward_planning/1082/local_plan_for_nort

h_warwickshire/2 
2 http://www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/LBAP%20Action%20Plans 
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Baseline Survey and Desk Study Information 

Statutory Designated Site Baseline 

11.3.2 The desk study identified eight statutory designated sites within 5km. No SPAs or 

Ramsars were identified within 20km. These sites are detailed in Table 11.5 in order of 

proximity.    
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Table 11.5: Statutory designated sites within 5km of the Application Site, 

extended to 20km for SPAs and Ramsars. SSSI: Site of Special Scientific Interest; 

LNR: Local Nature Reserve. 

Site Name Distance Reason for designation 

Whitacre Heath 

SSSI 

c. 730m 

northeast 
Site encompasses a waterbody within disused gravel 

workings, notified for its wetland breeding birds. 

Species include little grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis, 

tufted duck Aythya fuligula, snipe Gallinago 

gallinago, redshank Tringa totanus and a range of 

warbler species. Hen harrier Circus cyaneus and 

short-eared owl Asio flammeus hunt and roost within 

the site. 

River Blythe 

SSSI 

c. 1.6km 

southeast 

Lowland river with riffles, pools, small cliffs and 

meanders. The river supports diverse plant 

communities and is recognised as one of the most 

species-rich river systems in England.  There are 

several damp, unimproved meadows along the river 

together with areas of wet alder Alnus glutinosa and 

willow Salix spp. Woodland. The river also supports a 

diverse invertebrate community and a wide range of 

dragonflies, molluscs, oligochaetes and caddisflies. 

Cole End LNR c. 2.5km 

south 

Habitat along the banks of the River Cole. 

Smith’s Wood 

LNR 

c. 3.6km 

southwest 

Semi-natural ancient woodland. 

Kingsbury 

Meadow LNR 

c. 4.3km 

northeast 

Floodplain meadow along a narrow corridor of land 

either side of the Hurley Brook. Swamp habitat 

supports a range of invertebrates including 

dragonflies and hoverflies. 

Cole Bank LNR c. 4.3km 

southwest 

Mosaic of grassland, scrub and wetlands adjacent to 

the River Cole. 

Babbs Mill LNR c. 4.7km 

southwest 

Habitats within the site include a lake, grasslands, 

and woodland, together with a section of the River 

Cole. 

Yorks Wood LNR c. 4.8km 

southwest 
11.3.3 Woodland supporting a diversity of native 

species. 

11.3.4 The Application Site lies within an Impact Risk zone for the Whitacre Heath SSSI. 

The proposed development does not fall into the specific development type criteria 

detailed for the zone in which it is located and there is no automatic requirement for the 

Local Planning Authority to consult Natural England.  

Non-Statutory Designated Site Baseline 

11.3.5 WBRC provided information for twenty seven Local Wildlife Sites (LWS), potential 

Local Wildlife Sites (pLWS), Warwickshire Wildlife Trust reserves and ungraded sites 
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within a 2km radius of the Application Site. EcoRecord provided information for a single 

Site of Local Nature Conservation Importance (SLINC), a single Potential Site of 

Importance (PSI) and several wildlife corridors. Those sites situated within c. 1km are 

detailed in Table 11.6.  

Table 11.6: Non-statutory designated sites within the 2km search radius. LWS: 

Local Wildlife Site; pLWS: potential Local Wildlife Site; WWT: Warwickshire Wildlife Trust 

reserve. 

Site Name Distance Reason for designation 

Verge at Ham’s 

Lane part LWS, 

part pLWS 

c. 110m west 

County Importance 

Hedgerow, ponds, wet ditches a small oak 

Quercus sp. and birch Betula sp. woodland and 

a grassland verge. 

Hams Lane Road 

Verge, Ungraded 
c. 330m west 

Road verge with tree and shrub belt, consisting 

mainly of hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, oak 

Quercus sp., ash Fraxinus excelsior, elder 

Sambucus nigra, hazel Corylus avellana and 

blackthorn Prunus spinosa. 

Sludge Beds LWS 
c. 550m south 

County Importance 

Sludge lagoons, now partly dry supporting tall 

herb, scrub and semi-improved grassland with 

some small areas of swamp. Several county 

rare or notable plant species have been 

recorded, together with a range of red and 

amber listed birds. 

River Tame pLWS 

 and River Tame 

and Tributaries 

pLWS 

c. 670m 

southwest and c. 

730m northeast 

River corridor and associated habitats including 

rich semi-improved grasslands marshy 

grassland sedge beds, areas of swamp and 

tussock grassland. Otter Lutra lutra has been 

recorded. 

Important wildlife corridor with a good diversity 

of associated vegetation. Species recorded 

include otter and water vole Arvicola amphibius. 

Synch Wood LWS 
c. 680m north 

District/County Importance 

Former game covert with mixed woodland and a 

marshy area. 

Church Pool 

Covert part LWS, 

part ungraded 

c. 680m 

northeast 

County Importance/ungraded 

Churchyard with a stand of yew Taxus baccata 

trees, woodland wet woodland, a pond and 

grassland. 
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Site Name Distance Reason for designation 

Coleshill Sewage 

Works Grassland 

LWS 

c. 680m 

southwest 

Unmanaged floodplain grassland with ditches, 

broadleaved plantation and scrub. 

Whitacre Heath 

WWT 

c. 730m 

northeast 

Also a SSSI. Supports a range of breeding 

wetland birds, with over 140 species recorded. 

A good diversity of butterflies and dragonflies 

and damselflies have also been recorded, 

together with grass snake Natrix natrix. 

Hams Lane Road 

Verge (ungraded) 

c. 850m 

northeast 
Road verge with tree and shrub belt. 

Disturbed ground 

adjacent to River 

Tame part pLWS 

part ungraded 

c. 880m 

southeast 

Disturbed area of poor semi-improved 

grassland. 

Coleshill Road 

(ungraded) 

c. 1km 

southwest 

Parish Importance 

Tree belt of local interest for nesting birds. 

Wildlife Corridor 

(unnamed) 

c. 1km 

southwest 
No information provided. 

Habitat Baseline 

11.3.6 The habitats within the survey area are presented in Figure 11.1, with Target 

Notes (TNs) described in Table 11.7. Photographs are presented in Appendix 11.1 

(Plates 1-5).  

11.3.7 The entirety of land within the Application Site boundary comprised gravel 

surfacing and hard standing (Plate 1), 70% of which was in use for car parking or 

storage at the time of survey. The adjoining land comprised similar industrial land and 

further urban development. The boundary was formed by a large concrete block wall 

with installed electric fencing and the Application Site was lit throughout.  

11.3.8 To the west lay infrastructure relating to the overhead power lines, together with 

a large area of tarmac hardstanding primarily used as a car park. A disused car park was 

present to the north (Plate 2), comprising derelict land with scattered vegetation and 

scrub, and warehouse buildings were present to the east, surrounded by planted young 

broadleaved trees. To the south lay the Faraday Avenue dual carriageway and an area of 

coniferous plantation on the far side of this with further industrial units behind. 

11.3.9 The hard standing within the Application Site supported occasional ruderal plants 

such as thistle Cirsium sp., broadleaved dock Rumex obtusifolius, buddleia Buddleja 

davidii and other common species, predominantly around the Site margins.  

11.3.10 In the wider landscape beyond the extent of the existing industrial distribution 

centre of Hams Hall and the associated infrastructure, there are extensive areas of 

woodland and open countryside, with the Whitacre Heath SSSI c. 800m northeast, 

bounded by the River Tame which meanders to the north and east of the Site. Semi-

natural habitat comprising the Verge at Ham’s Lane LWS/pLWS and a railway line lies to 

the west of the Site (c. 110m away at its nearest point). 
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11.3.11 A variety of notable plant species records were returned from within a 2km 

radius during the desk study. No records related directly to the Application Site, with the 

nearest recent (post 1990) record of lesser centaury Centaurium pulchellum (a locally 

scarce species) from Hams Hall Ladywalk Reserve c. 0.59km away.   

11.3.12 No protected or notable plant species were identified during the Extended Phase 

1 habitat survey and the predominance of hardstanding would preclude the presence of 

all but the most tenacious plant species. Only small numbers of common colonising 

species were identified during the survey. The habitats were not suitable for the nearest 

recorded protected and notable species, listed above. 

11.3.13 No Habitats of Principal Importance are listed under Section 41 of the NERC Act 

(2006) were present within the Application Site. Given that the entirety of the land 

comprised gravel hard standing and that no rare or notable ruderal species were 

identified habitats are considered of very low and Site importance only.  

Table 11.7: Target Notes 

Target Note Comments 

1 
Mammal access holes beneath boundary wall (Plate 4). The size and 

shape of the tunnels indicated that they may have been dug by badger 

Meles meles or fox Vulpes vulpes, although no droppings, hairs, prints 

or any other signs were found to confirm this. 

2 Some broken sections of boundary wall blocks offer low roost potential 

for crevice dwelling bat species (Plate 5) but boundaries are well lit.   

11.3.14 The Application Site lies within a heavily industrialised/urbanised area. The lack 

of resources or features that are likely to attract protected or notable species would 

suggest any individuals would likely be present on temporary and fleeting basis. 

Protected Species Baseline 

11.3.15 This section incorporates secondary data obtained during desk studies and 

information gathered through field survey. 

Birds 

11.3.16 Records search data, provided by the WBRC and EcoRecord identified a number 

of protected and notable bird species in the wider area as detailed in Table 11.8, 

alongside their conservation status.   

11.3.17 None of the records related directly to the Application Site and records generally 

related to local reserves, including Whitacre Heath SSSI (c. 730m northeast). A single 

record of black redstart Phoenicurus ochruros, a species known to breed within 

industrialised habitats was returned, from the Coleshill Industrial Estate c. 1km south. 

This record was dated 2008 and the comment indicated presence of a possible breeding 

pair. The nearest records were from a local hedgerow verge alongside Ham’s Lane and 

from Lea Marston and primarily comprised species associated with hedgerow and 

woodland habitats. 

11.3.18 The following conservation priority lists are used: 

 Birds listed under the Birds Directive Annex 1, which are the subject of special 

conservation measures concerning their habitat in order to ensure their 



ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT 

ECOLOGY AND NATURE CONSERVATION 

 

K.0173   Hams Hall 

survival and reproduction in their area of distribution. As appropriate, Special 

Protection Areas are to be established to assist conservation measures; 

 Species listed under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as 

amended (WCA); 

 Species listed as ‘Red’ (highest conservation priority) and ‘Amber’ on Birds of 

Conservation Concern3 (BoCC) 4: the Red List for Birds (BoCC – Red/ BoCC - 

Amber) (Eaton et al., 2015); 

 Priority listed species on the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP); and 

 Species of principal importance for the purpose of conserving biodiversity 

covered under section 41 (England) of the NERC Act (2006) and therefore 

need to be taken into consideration by a public body when performing any of 

its functions with a view to conserving biodiversity. 

Table 11.8: Protected and notable bird records. 

Species Records Conservation 

Status 

Likelihood of using 

Application Site 

Bittern Botaurus stellaris S1, S41, 

UKBAP, BoCC - 

Amber 

No suitable habitats 

present. 

Little egret Egretta garzetta Annex 1 Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Pink-footed goose Anser 

brachyrhynchus 
BoCC - Amber Site unsuitable for use. 

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna BoCC - Amber Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 
Wigeon Anas penelope BoCC - Amber No suitable habitats 

present. 

Gadwall Anas strepera BoCC - Amber No suitable habitats 

present. 

Teal Anas crecca BoCC - Amber No suitable habitats 

present. 

Garganey Anas querquedula S1, BoCC - 

Amber 

No suitable habitats 

present. 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos BoCC - Amber No suitable habitats 

present. 

Shoveler Anas clypeata BoCC - Amber No suitable habitats 

present. 

Pochard Aythya ferina BoCC - Red No suitable habitats 

present. 

Scaup Aythya marila S1, S41, 

UKBAP, BoCC - 

Red 

No suitable habitats 

present. 

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula S1 (II), BoCC - 

Amber 

No suitable habitats 

present. 

Red kite Milvus milvus Annex 1, S1 Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

                                           
3 Eaton, MA, Aebischer NJ, Brown AF, Hearn RD, Lock L, Musgrove, AJ, Noble DG, Stroud DA and Gregory RD 
(2015) Birds of Conservation Concern 4: the population status of birds in the United Kingdom, Channel Islands 
and Isle of Man. British Birds 108, 708–746. Available online at britishbirds.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2014/07/BoCC4.pdf 
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Marsh harrier Circus aeruginosus Annex 1, S1, 

BoCC - Amber 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus Annex 1, S1, 

BoCC - Amber 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus BoCC - Amber 

Could be present within 

the local area but Site 

itself is unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Merlin Falco columbarius Annex 1, S1, 

BoCC - Red 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Hobby Falco subbuteo S1 Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Oystercatcher Haematopus 

ostralegus 
BoCC - Amber No suitable habitats 

present. 

Avocet Recurvirostra 

avosetta 

Annex 1, S1, 

BoCC - Amber 

No suitable habitats 

present. 

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Dunlin Calidris alpina Annex 1, BoCC - 

Amber 

Site unsuitable for use. 

Snipe Gallinago gallinago BoCC - Amber Site unsuitable for use. 

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola BoCC - Red 
No suitable habitats 

present. 

Black-tailed godwit Limosa limosa 
S1, S41, 

UKBAP, BoCC - 

Red 

No suitable habitats 

present. 

Curlew Numenius arquata S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

No suitable habitats 

present. 

Redshank Tringa totanus BoCC - Amber No suitable habitats 

present. 

Greenshank Tringa nebularia S1, BoCC - 

Amber 

No suitable habitats 

present. 

Green sandpiper Tringa ochropus S1, BoCC - 

Amber 

No suitable habitats 

present. 

Common sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos BoCC - Amber No suitable habitats 

present. 

Black-headed gull Chroicocephalus 

ridibundus 
BoCC - Amber Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Common gull Larus canus BoCC - Amber Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 
Lesser black-

backed gull 
Larus fuscus BoCC - Amber 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 
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Herring gull Larus argentatus S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Glaucous gull Larus hyperboreus BoCC - Amber Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Common tern Sterna hirundo Annex 1, BoCC - 

Amber 

Site unsuitable for use. 

Stock dove Columba oenas BoCC - Amber Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 
Cuckoo Cuculus canorus S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Short-eared owl Asio flammeus Annex 1, BoCC - 

Amber 

Site unsuitable for use. 

Barn owl Tyto alba S1 
May be present in local 

area but no habitats of 

interest within the Site. 

Swift Apus apus BoCC - Amber Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 
Annex 1, S1, 

BoCC - Amber 

No suitable habitats 

present on Site. 

Lesser spotted 

woodpecker 
Dendrocopos minor 

S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

No suitable habitats 

present on Site. 

Skylark Alauda arvensis 
S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

No suitable nesting 

habitat. Site unsuitable 

for regular use. 

House martin Delichon urbicum BoCC - Amber 

May be present within 

area, but no habitat of 

interest within the Site. 

Meadow pipit Anthus pratensis BoCC - Amber Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Yellow wagtail Motacilla flava S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea BoCC - Red 
Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Dunnock Prunella modularis S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Amber 

May be present in 

boundary trees. 
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Black redstart Phoenicurus ochruros S1, BoCC - Red 

A species of sparsely 

vegetated habitats and 

craggy terrain. The 

derelict car park directly 

north of the Application 

Site is considered to 

provide suitable nesting 

habitat, those within the 

Site would be subject to 

significant disturbance 

due to use for car 

parking and storage, 

minimising their 

suitability. 

Redstart Phoenicurus 

phoenicurus 
BoCC - Amber Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra BoCC - Red Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris S1, BoCC - Red 
May be occasionally 

present in boundary 

trees. 

Song thrush Turdus philomelos S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

May be present in 

boundary trees. 

Redwing Turdus iliacus S1, BoCC - Red Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Mistle thrush Turdus viscivorus BoCC - Red May be occasionally 

present in boundary 

trees. Grasshopper 

warbler 

Locustella naevia S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Willow warbler Phylloscopus trochilus BoCC - Amber Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Spotted flycatcher Muscicapa striata S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Marsh tit Poecile palustris S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Willow tit Poecile montana UKBAP, BoCC - 

Red 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

May be present in 

boundary trees. 

House sparrow Passer domesticus S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

May be present in 

boundary trees. 

Tree sparrow Passer montanus S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla S1 Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 
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Linnet Carduelis cannabina S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Lesser redpoll Carduelis cabaret S41, BoCC - 

Red 

Site unsuitable for 

regular use. 

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Amber 

May be present in 

boundary trees. 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 
S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Red 

May be present in 

boundary trees. 

Reed bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 
S41, UKBAP, 

BoCC - Amber 

No suitable habitats 

present. 

11.3.19 The land within the Application Site is entirely composed of hardstanding and is 

unsuitable for nesting birds and also generally unsuitable for foraging birds. The Site is 

also subject to high levels of disturbance from use for car parking and storage. Young 

woodland outside the boundaries may support a suite of species associated with urban 

environments, potentially including species of local conservation concern (Eaton et al., 

2015) and offers some suitable nesting habitat, however this is situated on the far side 

of a tall concrete wall. Barn owl Tyto alba were recorded from Whitacre Heath SSSI, 

however no suitable habitat nesting opportunities were present within or immediately 

adjacent to the Application Site. 

11.3.20 The Application Site is considered to be of Site importance for birds, based on 

the habitats present and likely absence of notable or protected species. Breeding or 

foraging birds would not be dependent on the Application Site as the gravel hardstanding 

is of extremely limited value. Black redstart is considered of Regional importance due to 

the low breeding pairs in the UK and its inclusion under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981. 

Bats  

11.3.21 The record search returned records of at least two species of bat, as detailed in 

Table 11.9.  

Table 11.9: Bat species records within a 2km radius. 

Common name Latin name 
Number of 

Records 

Conservation 

Status 

Common pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus 1 WCA Schedule 5 

Soprano pipistrelle P. pygmaeus 
1 UKBAP, WCA 

Schedule 5 

Pipistrelle species Pipistrellus spp. 
2 UKBAP, WCA 

Schedule 5 

Unidentified bat 

species 
Chiroptera 

2 
WCA Schedule 5 

11.3.22 None of the above records relate directly to the Application Site, with the 

nearest from a location c. 0.8km from the approximate centre of the Site. None of the 

records appeared to be for bat roosts based upon the information provided. 
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11.3.23 The hardstanding habitats within the Application Site offer very limited 

opportunities for foraging bats, although some species (such as pipistrelle species 

Pipistrellus sp.) may make use of the artificial lighting for foraging purposes, feeding on 

insects attracted to the light. Adjacent young plantation woodland habitat offers 

moderate foraging interest and is well connected to other semi-natural habitats in the 

local area, and the Verge at Hams Lane LWS pLWS c. 110m west, together with the 

Hams Lane Road Verge (ungraded), c. 330m west) provide a suitable habitat corridor for 

bats, containing ponds, wet ditches, oak Quercus sp. and birch Betula sp. woodland and 

a grassland verge.  

11.3.24 No permanent buildings were present within the Application Site. A small 

container, in use as a security office was present to the south, composed of plastic 

sheeting, but this offered no suitability for roosting bats. Several weathered and 

damaged areas were noted within the exterior wall, especially at TN2, which were 

considered to provide some low potential for crevice dwelling bat species in accordance 

with BCT guidance (Collins et al., 2016). However the high level of security and other 

lighting across the Site, including the adjoining car parking area, is likely to discourage 

the presence of roosting individuals.  

11.3.25 Bats are considered to be a feature of Local importance in the context of the 

Proposed Development. The presence of local semi-natural habitats of moderate to high 

interest within the wider landscape increase the likelihood of use by bats, despite the 

highly urbanised nature of the Application Site. Roosting opportunities were considered 

very limited.  

Badger 

11.3.26 No records of badger Meles meles were returned within the data search. 

11.3.27 Three excavated mammal access holes adjoining runs were found under the 

exterior wall to the north of the Site. Based on the size and shape of these runs it was 

considered that they may have been created by foxes or badgers, however no evidence 

was found (ie. hairs, latrines) to provide confirmation, and the localised presence of fox 

Vulpes vulpes is also likely. Although not viewed from the other side of the wall, light 

could be observed through the tunnels, confirming their function for access and not as a 

place of shelter. It is not anticipated that these access points are used regularly or lead 

to a sett in the immediate vicinity; nor is it anticipated that badger frequent the 

Application Site on more than an very intermittent basis due to the lack of suitable 

foraging resources or shelter.     

11.3.28 Badgers are considered to be features of Site importance only in the context of 

the Proposed Development. 

Hazel Dormouse 

11.3.29 A single record of hazel dormouse Muscardinus avellanarius was returned from 

within a 2km radius. This record was from Church Pool Covert, Hams Hall, c. 0.8km from 

the approximate centre of the Application Site. 

11.3.30 No suitable habitat for hazel dormouse was identified within the Application Site 

and this species is not considered further within this assessment. 

Otter and Water Vole 

11.3.31 Eleven otter Lutra lutra records were provided; the nearest records were from 

the Whiteacre Heath, c. 730km northeast. No water vole Arvicola amphibius records 
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were recorded although both species are listed as having been recorded within the River 

Tame and River Tame and Tributaries pLWS sites, c. 670m southwest. 

11.3.32 No suitable habitats for otter or water vole were present within or immediately 

adjacent to the Application Site and these species are not considered further within this 

assessment.  

Reptiles  

11.3.33 Records returned within the 2km data search included grass snake Natrix natrix 

and slow worm Anguis fragilis. 

11.3.34 The hardstanding gravel within the Application Site was considered unsuitable 

for reptiles due to the absence of vegetation cover. No suitable hibernacula were 

identified. Access was also restricted due to the presence of a concrete block wall 

boundary. Habitat located to the north, beyond the Site boundary, was considered of 

potential interest for small numbers of individuals due to the presence of a combination 

of open tarmac suitable for basking and scattered vegetation cover and scrub.  

11.3.35 Reptiles are considered to be features of Site importance given the lack of 

suitable habitat within the Application Site. 

Amphibians 

11.3.36 Records of common toad Bufa bufo, common frog Rana temporaria and smooth 

newt Trituus vulgaris were returned from within the 2km area. Six records of great 

crested newt Triturus cristatus were provided within this search area, from Hams Hall, 

Whitacre Heath Nature Reserve and Lea Marston. The nearest record is from c. 630m 

northeast. There is no direct connectivity between this pond and the watercourse due to 

the separation distance, although landscape planting around the industrial site provides 

a corridor of semi-natural vegetation and some habitat connectivity. 

11.3.37 The nearest waterbodies comprise three ponds on the edge of the Hams Hall 

Warehouses, the nearest of which is situated c. 172m east.  

11.3.38 Habitats within the Application Site are considered to be unsuitable for 

amphibian species due to the lack of any freshwater habitats and lack of vegetative 

cover. Access into the Application Site was also highly restricted due to the presence of a 

concrete block wall boundary and the likelihood of presence of individuals within the 

Application Site boundaries is therefore considered very low. 

11.3.39 Amphibians are considered to be features of Site importance given the lack of 

suitable habitat within the Application Site. 

Invertebrates 

11.3.40 Invertebrate records provided by WBRC and EcoRecord included records from 

the grid squares SP2092 and SP1992, for Hams Hall, Hames Lane and Whitacre Heath. 

Species recorded comprised small phoenix Ecliptopera silaceata, latticed heath Chiasmia 

clathrata, rosy rustic Hydraecia micacea, autumnal rustic Eugnorisma glareosa, dark-

barred twin-spot carpet Xanthorhoe ferrugata, sallow Xanthia icteritia, dusky thorn 

Ennomos fuscantaria, adonis ladybird Hippodamia variegata, small square-spot Diarsia 

rubi, Hedobia imperialis, Calathus ambiguus, Ilybius guttiger and Polydrusus formosus. 

11.3.41 The urban habitats present are generally of very low interest for invertebrates, 

although some local interest is provided by the adjacent planted broadleaved trees. 
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11.3.42 The invertebrate interest of the Application Site is considered of negligible or 

Site importance due to the absence of favourable habitat. 

Other Protected Species 

11.3.43 Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus records were also provided. Boundary habitats 

provide some suitability for hedgehog, albeit limited, but the Application Site provides 

negligible suitability and lacks foraging resources. 

Determining Ecological Features to be Scoped in for Detailed Assessment 

11.3.44 The results of the Extended Phase 1 habitat survey and desk study were used to 

inform the initial identification of important features and the detailed assessment. 

11.3.45 Only those ecological features that it was considered could experience significant 

effects (e.g. that which could affect protected or notable habitats and species or 

biodiversity objectives or the favourable conservation status of a species’ population), 

and which were identified as being of sufficient importance to be material to decision 

making (i.e. generally Local level or above but informed also by professional 

judgement), have been identified for detailed assessment. 

11.3.46 Table 11.10 presents the evaluation of ecological features and provides the 

rational as to why individual features have been ‘scoped in’ or ‘scoped out’ of detailed 

assessment.  

Table 11.10: Importance of ecological features 

Ecological feature Geographic 

scale of 

importance 

Potential Effect Pathways and Rationale 

for selection of Features for Detailed 

Assessment 

Statutory designated 

sites 

National The nearest Site, Whitacre Heath SSSI is 

situated c. 730m from the Application Site, on 

the far side of the River Tame.    

No direct effects anticipated on statutory sites 

and no indirect effects likely due to separation 

distances and the absence of direct habitat 

connectivity or equivalent habitat types.  

Scoped out of the assessment in terms of 

direct habitat and species effects. Potential 

Air Quality effects on ecological receptors 

are considered in Chapter 5 

Non-statutory 

designated sites 

County The nearest comprises the Verge at Ham’s Lane 

LWS/part pLWS situated c. 110m west. No 

direct effects will occur, however there is 

potential for indirect effects from pollution 

runoff. 

Scoped into the assessment. 

General habitats Site Land within the Application Site comprised 

gravel hardstanding with occasional common 

ruderal species. No semi-natural habitats were 

present. 

Scoped out of the assessment. 
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Ecological feature Geographic 

scale of 

importance 

Potential Effect Pathways and Rationale 

for selection of Features for Detailed 

Assessment 

Birds Site (general 

assemblage) 

Regional 

(black 

redstart) 

The Application Site habitats are considered 

unsuitable for nesting birds and of very limited 

interest for foraging birds and are subject to a 

high level of disturbance.  

No hedgerow, trees, scrub or other semi-

natural habitats present within the Site or 

anticipated to be affected by the Proposed 

Development. 

Scoped in to the assessment in relation to 

potential indirect effects on nearby habitats. 

Bats Local Hardstanding ground within the Application Site 

is considered of very limited interest for bats, 

however the localised presence of semi-natural 

habitats of moderate to high interest increases 

the likelihood of regular use by bats and lighting 

may attract insect prey.  

All UK bats and their roosts are protected.  

Potential for disturbance and effects of lighting 

during construction and operation. 

Scoped into the assessment. 

Badger Site Habitats unsuitable for sett construction, 

however presence of mammal track suggests 

potential presence of individuals on an 

occasional and transient basis.  

Considered in the mitigation section only 

(precautionary measures). 

Hazel dormouse n/a No suitable habitats present within or adjacent 

to the Application Site.  

Scoped out of the assessment. 

Otter  n/a No suitable habitats present within or adjacent 

to the Application Site.  

Scoped out of the assessment.  

Water vole n/a No suitable habitats present within or adjacent 

to the Application Site.  

Scoped out of the assessment. 

Reptiles Site Habitats unsuitable for reptiles and access into 

the Site restricted by the presence of a concrete 

perimeter wall.  

Scoped out of the assessment. 

Amphibians Site Habitats considered unsuitable and no 

waterbodies present on-site. The concrete 

perimeter wall provides a barrier to dispersal 

from nearby ponds.  
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Ecological feature Geographic 

scale of 

importance 

Potential Effect Pathways and Rationale 

for selection of Features for Detailed 

Assessment 

Scoped out of the assessment. 

Invertebrates Site Habitats largely unsuitable for invertebrates. 

Scoped out of the assessment. 

11.4 Assessment of Likely Significant Effects 

11.4.1 The potential effects of the Proposed Development through the construction, 

operational and decommissioning phases are discussed below in relation to the ecological 

features identified in Table 11.10 and scoped in to the assessment.  Effects are 

assessed in the absence of mitigation, compensation and enhancement measures.  This 

assessment is based upon Layout drawing K.0173_05-E.  

Construction and Decommissioning  

11.4.2 Potential construction phase ecological effects associated with the Proposed 

Development are considered to relate to: 

 Direct land take (habitat loss) to accommodate the Proposed Development; 

 Temporary disturbance and land take for materials storage and construction 

areas; 

  Disturbance to, fragmentation or severance of potential commuting routes 

within and adjacent to the Application Site; 

  Disturbance and pollution (indirect effects such as noise and vibration, dust, 

pollution from surface water run-off) resulting from site clearance and 

construction, plant and vehicles movements and site workers’ activities. 

Indirect potential effects arising from air borne pollutants are assessed in 

Chapter 5 Air Quality  

11.4.3 Effects associated with decommissioning the Proposed Development are likely to 

be broadly the same as construction effects.  Subsequently, decommissioning effects are 

considered alongside construction effects.  

Non-statutory Designated Sites 

11.4.4 No non-statutory designated sites lie within or immediately adjacent to the 

Application Site. The nearest non-statutory site comprises the Verge at Ham’s Lane part 

LWS/ part pLWS (c. 110m west) which is valued as of County importance. This LWS is 

separated from the Application Site by adjacent hardstanding. 

11.4.5 Standard pollution prevention and runoff control measures in line with 

Environment Agency guidelines will be an embedded design element, thereby protecting 

against the potential for indirect effects. Following the implementation of these 

measures, a negligible magnitude of change would be anticipated on a feature of 

County importance, resulting in a negligible effect. 

Birds 

11.4.6 No statutory designated sites with ornithological interests are functionally linked 

to the Application Site.  
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11.4.7 Effects on birds during construction are anticipated to be negligible as the 

hardstanding gravel habitat and concrete boundaries of the Application Site provide 

extremely limited opportunities for foraging birds. There is not considered to be any 

potential for nesting birds to be present.  

11.4.8 Temporarily increased levels of noise and disturbance from the movement of 

vehicles and construction works have potential to result in localised disruption within 

adjacent habitats such as the planted broadleaved trees to the east and the derelict land 

to the north, including disturbance of nesting birds if conducted during the breeding 

season. Disturbance of adjacent land during construction is considered to be a minor 

increase above existing baseline disturbance from industrial use and also due to the 

presence of the concrete perimeter wall which separates the Site from adjacent land. It 

is likely that existing industrial activity will have habituated birds to locally elevated 

noise and disturbance.  

11.4.9 This effect on a feature of Site importance, within the context of the Application 

Site, is considered to be negligible and not significant. 

11.4.10 The derelict hardstanding land approximately 20 north of the Application Site 

was considered to provide suitable habitat for black redstart, however no breeding has 

been confirmed within the local area, with just a single record returned during the 

records search, and the likelihood of presence is considered to be very low. Disturbance 

effects from construction, should this species be present, would be anticipated to be of 

low magnitude, particularly in the context of existing disturbance industrial use and 

given the presence of large extents of equivalent habitat within the local area. 

11.4.11 Overall, effects on birds utilising nearby habitats are considered likely to be 

indirect and temporary during the construction phase, no more than minor adverse and 

not significant. 

Bats 

11.4.12 The Application Site is considered to offer low value opportunities for foraging 

bats, due to the absence of semi-natural habitats, being entirely composed of gravel 

hardstanding. There is nevertheless potential for some nearby foraging activity to occur 

given the presence of adjacent young broadleaved trees and given that some species 

(such as pipistrelle species Pipistrellus sp.) may make use of the artificial lighting for 

foraging purposes.  The small-scale loss of this low value foraging habitat is considered 

to comprise a negligible magnitude of change on a feature of Local importance, 

causing a negligible effect.  

11.4.13 The nearby planted broadleaved trees will be retained and there will be no loss 

of connectivity to semi-natural habitats within the wider landscape. 

11.4.14 The perimeter wall was the only structure offering some low potential to support 

roosting bats. The wall is however already well-lit and subject to regular disturbance in 

the vicinity due to the operational activities on the land. Overall, effects on roosting bats 

are considered negligible on a feature of Local importance and effects are therefore not 

significant.  

11.4.15 More generally, foraging or commuting bats may be affected through lighting of 

the construction site if works extend after dark. Given that the Application Site and 

surrounding industrial area is already well lit, any lighting requirements during 

construction would be unlikely to be a notable increase above existing levels. The 

potential effects of lighting on bats during the construction phase are considered to be 

temporary and of negligible magnitude on a feature of importance at the Local scale and 

therefore negligible and not significant. 
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11.4.16 It is anticipated that effects from increased noise or disturbance resulting from 

construction works be a negligible effect and not significant in the context of existing 

levels of baseline disturbance from the surrounding roads and industrial landscape.  

Operation 

11.4.17 Operational effects are defined as effects following the construction of the 

Proposed Development. Operational effects generally relate to ongoing disturbance of 

adjacent habitats or species, on either a temporary or permanent basis, due to the 

presence of the operational facility. Some effects may reduce with habituation or remain 

for the lifetime of the development.  

11.4.18 There are no additional operational effects relating to land take or habitat loss 

other than those already addressed under Construction. 

Statutory and Non-statutory Designated Sites 

11.4.19 There will be no operational phase effects on non-statutory designated sites. The 

air quality assessment (Chapter 5) also concludes that the Proposed Development will 

not have a significant effect on all designated sites. 

Birds 

11.4.20 Once constructed, the Proposed Development will not generate significant levels 

of noise and disruption over and above existing background levels, to which local bird 

populations are already likely to be habituated. Breeding, foraging and movement of 

birds in and along adjacent habitats would therefore be unaffected. The Proposed 

Development will include a stack 52m high which will incorporate safety lighting at night. 

Given the built up nature of the location and other large structures, negligible effects are 

anticipated on local populations of birds or overflying birds from the new structures. 

11.4.21 Overall, operational effects of the Proposed Development on birds are assessed 

to be negligible and not significant. 

Bats 

11.4.22 There would be no additional habitat loss (and hence loss of potential roosting, 

foraging and commuting areas) over and above that assessed under Construction 

Effects. No habitats providing favourable commuting opportunities, such as woodland 

edge will be lost as a result of the Proposed Development and no habitat fragmentation 

will occur. 

11.4.23 Once constructed, the Proposed Development will be lit and some light spill is 

possible into adjacent planted trees to the east of the Application Site. If the perimeter 

wall is removed as part of works, the lighting could potentially affect bat flights through 

the relatively less illuminated habitat alongside the Application Site, should additional 

lighting be directed off-site. 

11.4.24 Lighting has potential to deter some species of foraging bats, particularly 

slower-flying species such as Myotis and long-eared bats, however given that the 

Application Site is already well lit, effects are likely to be minimal. Taking a 

precautionary approach, the operational phase lighting is assessed as low magnitude 

effect (should the perimeter wall be removed) on a feature of Local importance and 

minor adverse in the absence of mitigation. This effect is not significant, however 

mitigation is nevertheless proposed as a good practice approach to protect and maintain 

habitat connectivity for bats.   



ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT 

ECOLOGY AND NATURE CONSERVATION 

 

K.0173   Hams Hall 

11.5 Mitigation and Enhancement 

11.5.1 No significant effects requiring specific mitigation have been identified as part of 

this assessment. The Proposed Development is located in an industrialised/urbanised 

location of limited biodiversity value, and is confined to an area of gravel hardstanding 

and bounded by concrete perimeter fencing. Adjacent planted woodland and semi-

natural habitats will not be directly affected by proposed works.   

11.5.2 Generally applicable good practice measures that will be set in place are 

summarised below. 

Embedded Design Elements 

11.5.3 Design features have been incorporated in the Proposed Development which 

avoid and reduce the potential for adverse effects on habitats and protected and notable 

species.  

11.5.4 Site run-off during construction and operation of the Proposed Development will 

be controlled and managed in line with Environment Agency guidance to prevent 

possible indirect downstream pollution effects on habitats and species, including the 

River Tame and River Tame and Tributaries pLWS sites. This is considered to be a 

standard embedded design for any development rather than additional mitigation.  

Additional Good Practice Measures 

Bats 

11.5.5 Lighting should be directed away from adjacent planted trees where practicable 

during the operation phase to minimise light spill and avoid illuminating potential bat 

flight paths along adjoining land, especially if the perimeter wall is removed. This can be 

achieved in a number of ways, including the use of additional landscape screen planting, 

and appropriate lighting design. The timing of lighting use should be limited to maximise 

the time when darkness is retained and minimise possible disturbance to bats. 

Badger 

11.5.6 Due to the presence of signs indicating possible use of the Application Site by 

badger, a precautionary approach is proposed with a pre-construction badger walkover 

survey of accessible land to be carried out before construction commences. If evidence 

of any setts is discovered within 50m of any of the construction areas, suitable 

protection and avoidance measures will be adopted in line with the advice of an 

ecologist. If necessary, such works may only proceed under a licence to disturb badgers 

under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992.  

11.5.7 As a precautionary good practice measure, all excavations left overnight will be 

covered in order to prevent animals falling in and becoming trapped. If it is not possible 

to cover them, a suitable means of escape will be provided. This mitigation is beneficial 

to all terrestrial species. 
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Table 11.11: Summary of Mitigation 

Ref Measure to avoid, reduce or manage any adverse effects 

and/or to deliver beneficial effects 

1 Standard measures to ensure runoff control, pollution prevention 

and protection of water courses. 

2 Lighting design to include measures to manage light spill off site 

and to avoid possible effects o bats. 

3 Pre-construction badger survey and implementation of appropriate 

mitigation if setts are found within 50m of proposed works. 

Enhancement 

11.5.8 Local biodiversity benefit will be provided through the following measures: 

11.5.9 Bird and bat boxes will be erected at suitable locations around the Application Site 

to provide additional breeding and sheltering opportunities. 

11.5.10 The Landscape Planting Design for the Proposed Development will include native 

species planting to strengthen habitat corridors and biodiversity linkages, including 

shrubs around several site margins, in accordance with Site Layout drawing K.0173_05-

E. 

11.5.11 Together, these measures will provide local benefits to habitat diversity, cover 

and foraging opportunities for a range of species on and around the Application Site 

which can be maintained in a sustainable way over the lifetime of the development.  

Conclusion  

11.5.12 The Proposed Development will have no significant residual effects on Ecology 

or Nature Conservation.    

11.6 Summary 

Introduction 

11.6.1 This assessment compiles information from a desk study, Extended Phase I 

habitat survey, enabling the determination of the likely ecological effects of the Proposed 

Development.   

11.6.2 The assessment establishes the likely presence of protected or notable species, 

identifies statutory designated sites for nature conservation in the vicinity of the 

Proposed Development, and evaluates the overall conservation status of the Application 

Site. The potential effects on identified ecological features including designated sites and 

protected and notable species is assessed in line with current guidance, and appropriate 

mitigation and enhancement measures are described. 

Baseline Conditions 

11.6.3 An Extended Phase 1 habitat survey was undertaken on the Application Site in 

February 2016. The survey recorded habitats within the Application Site and aimed to 

establish the presence or potential presence of protected and notable species.  
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11.6.4 Statutory designated sites were identified within a 5km radius of the Application 

Site (extended to 20km for SPAs and Ramsars) using the Multi Agency Geographic 

Information for the Countryside (MAGIC) website, along with the Joint Nature 

Conservation Committee (JNCC) and Natural England (NE) websites. WBRC 

(Warwickshire Biodiversity Record Centre and EcoRecord (the Ecological Database for 

Birmingham and the Black Country) provided records of protected and notable species, 

locally designated sites and habitats within a 2km radius of the approximate centre of 

the Application Site. 

11.6.5 The Application Site comprised an area of gravel hardstanding, bounded by 

concrete perimeter walls and was in use as an industrial storage area. Opportunities for 

wildlife were therefore extremely limited, although semi-natural habitats are present in 

the wider landscape.  

11.6.6 No evidence of protected or notable species was identified during the Phase 1 

habitat survey. The hardstanding land was considered unsuitable for protected and 

notable species, although nearby land may provide some foraging interest for bats. The 

presence of a mammal path indicated the potential movement of badger or foxes across 

the Application Site. The potential for black redstart to be present in the local area is 

possible as there is suitable derelict land to the north. The Application Site in its current 

state is however not suitable for nesting birds. 

11.6.7 The overall importance of the Application Site habitats and to protected and 

notable species is assessed to be very low, with local features of greater biodiversity 

interest adjacent to the Site being retained as part of the Proposed Development. 

Likely Significant Effects  

11.6.8 No significant effects are anticipated on statutory or non-statutory designed 

sites or habitats.   

11.6.9 No significant effects are anticipated on protected species. 

Mitigation and Enhancement 

11.6.10 Mitigation and enhancement measures will include the following: 

 Pollution prevention and control measures employed during construction; 

 Appropriate lighting design to avoid light spill onto adjacent habitats; and 

 A pre-construction badger survey. 


