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2 SITE DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Site Context and Location 

2.1.1 The Application Site is located within the Hams Hall Distribution Centre, off Faraday 

Avenue, Coleshill, Warwickshire. Faraday Avenue is located to the east of the M42 at 

Junction 9 and is accessed via the A446 Lichfield Road. The site is a vacant plot measuring 

approximately 1.96ha and is was previously developed as part of the wider Hams Hall 

Power Station and more latterly as a substantial electrical sub-station; the Application Site 

is currently used for the open storage of vehicles. The Application Site is identified within 

the North Warwickshire Proposals Map as falling within an ‘Existing Industrial Estate’.  

2.1.2 The Site is owned by Eon who is seeking to develop the land to include the 

introduction of a Renewable Energy Centre (REC) that generates power in the form of 

electricity and / or heat.  

2.1.3 The Application Site is surrounded by various forms of development but largely 

commercial and industrial uses as the site forms part of the wider Hams Hall Distribution 

Centre complex. To the east and south along Faraday Avenue are commercial warehouses 

and industrial complexes serving a variety of uses, the closest of which are the BMW Plant 

to the east and DHL Exel Supply Centre to the south. To the immediate west of the site 

boundary is an electricity sub station and large overhead pylons which link north west 

towards Hams Lane and south to Coleshill. The plot to the west of the site is a car storage 

compound. To the north of the site the land is formed by designated Green Belt land 

containing large areas of hardstanding and small linear belts of trees.  

2.1.4 The closest settlements are Lea Marston located 1.3km to the north and accessed 

via Hams Lane, Whitacre Heath 1.9km to the east beyond the River Tame, Grimstock Hill 

and Coleshill 2.1km to the south beyond the bulk of the Hams Hall Distribution Centre and 

Curdworth 1.9km to the west beyond the M42 motorway. The settlements of Water Orton 

to the south west, Shustoke to the south east are located approximately 2km and 3km 

away respectively.   

2.1.5 The Application Site comprises a single body of land with distinct boundaries in the 

form of brick walls topped with security palisade fencing and wires. The southern boundary 

borders Faraday Avenue and its associated pedestrian footpath and sparse mown grass 

verge, with a double gate facilitating access and egress for the site.    

2.1.6 The plot is formed by one large area of hardstanding with very little vegetation.   

2.1.7 A designations and constraints plan of the Application Site and surrounding area is 

illustrated on Figure 2.1.  

2.2 Surrounding Area 

2.2.1 To the south and east of the site lies the large Hams Hall Distribution Centre, with 

Faraday Avenue forming the main spine road through the centre of the development. 

Feeder roads serve the complex of large warehouses and distribution buildings, the largest 

of which is the BMW plant located 300m to the east of the Application Site and accessed 

via Canton Lane. Further east beyond BMW lies further development formed by 

warehouses of which the Sainsburys Distribution Centre forms the easternmost part of the 

Hams Hall complex. Beyond this lies the Ladywalk Nature Reserve which is abutted by the 

River Tame to its northern, eastern and southern boundaries. Beyond that lie the 

settlements of Whitacre Heath and Shustoke, and the Shustoke Reservoir. The land is then 



ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

 

K.0173   Hams Hall Energy, Coleshill 

largely formed by farmland and small settlements with the occasional farmstead and 

residential properties.   

2.2.2 To the south of the site lies a complex of commercial / industrial premises forming 

part of the Hams Hall development which can be accessed by Edison Road. Beyond these, 

there is a Sewage Works and the Hams Hall Rail Freight Terminal, and beyond that lies 

the Coleshill Industrial Estate and Coleshill Parkway Station and railway line.  The River 

Tame winds in and east-west direction through the landscape to the north of the railway. 

Further south lie the settlements of Grimstock Hill and Coleshill which lie to the east of the 

M42 motorway with their southerly extent curtailed by the M6 motorway.    

2.2.3 To the west of the Application Site beyond the car storage compound lies the railway 

line which connects Water Orton in the south west to Tamworth to the north. Beyond this 

located adjacent to Hams Lane there is a very large National Grid electricity substation 

and tall pylons with overhead transmission lines. To the north and south of Faraday Avenue 

at the junction with Lichfield Road there is farmland extending to the M42 motorway. The 

settlements of Curdworth and Water Orton lie to the west of the motorway, and further 

west there is another very large Sewage Works at Minworth. The M6 motorway extends 

westwards towards the large urban mass of Birmingham with the remaining land formed 

by farmland and crossed by the River Tame.  

2.2.4 To the north of the application site lies a large area of hardstanding, and beyond 

that the Tamworth to Birmingham mainline railway. To the north east is the Whitacre 

Heath nature Reserve which lies to the east of the River Tame. The settlement of Lea 

Marston is the closest village to the north of the Application Site beyond which is a complex 

of publically accessible lakes known as the Kingsbury Water Park. The land comprises 

farmland with scattered properties, farmsteads and woodland intersected by the route of 

the M42 motorway.  

2.3 Ecological Considerations  

2.3.1 The Application Site comprises a single body of land formed by gravel surfacing and 

hard standing and surrounded by brick walls and electric fencing. There are no trees or 

hedgerows within the site nor any water bodies with occasional ruderal plants evident 

around the site margins.    

2.3.2 The nearest statutory designated site to the Application Site is the Whitacre Heath 

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) situated c. 730m north east. The site supports 

wetland breeding birds on a former gravel extraction lake.  

2.3.3 The River Blythe SSSI lies c.1.6km to the south east of the Application Site and 

supports lowland river plants and damp meadows along its length with areas of 

invertebrate habitat.  

2.3.4 There are no other statutory designations within 2km of the Application Site 

boundary.  

2.3.5 There are twelve non-statutory designated sites within 1km of the Application Site 

of which four are of county importance. The closest of these is the verge at Hams Lane 

(Local Wildlife Site) designated for hedgerow ponds, wet ditches and woodland and 

grassland verge which is located c.110m to the west of the Site.  
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2.4 Landscape and Heritage Considerations 

2.4.1 The Application Site is not subject to any statutory or non-statutory landscape 

designations, nor are there any within a 5km area surrounding the site.   

2.4.2 The nearest Listed Building is the Grade II Church of St John the Baptist which lies 

approximately 780m to the north east of the site, to the south of the village of Lea Marston. 

There are a number of other Listed buildings within the surrounding area comprising 

dwellings, churches and bridges.   

2.4.3 The closest Scheduled Monument to the site is the Water Orton Bridge (Grade II and 

II*) approximately 2.5km to the south west of the site, beyond the M42 motorway.  

2.5 Land Drainage Features 

2.5.1 The site has been cleared of buildings and currently comprises consolidated land 

covered by crushed hardcore and rubble. The site is believed to be effectively 100% 

impermeable. There are no drainage features within the Application Site.  

2.5.2 The nearest water features are two small ponds located in the vicinity of the Faraday 

Avenue and Canton Lane roundabout approximately 0.3km east of the site. The River 

Tame is a main river and creates a great hook around the Hams Hall Industrial Park. The 

closest point of the River Tame is located approximately 0.7km to the north-east of the 

site. 

2.5.3 Flood defences are identified within the left bank of the River Tame to the south of 

the site and consist of earth embankments and concrete revetments.  

2.6 Topography 

2.6.1 The entire site is effectively flat and slopes from a maximum level of 80.09m AOD 

in the south-western corner of the site to 79.16m AOD in the south-eastern corner of the 

site. 

2.7 Existing Flood Risk 

2.7.1 The Environment Agency’s Flood Map shows the site lies entirely within Flood Zone 

1, which indicates the land assessed as having less than 1 in 1,000 annual probability of 

river or sea flooding (<0.1%). The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment contains no records 

of historic flooding from watercourses in the vicinity of the application site. 

2.7.2 The Environment Agency’s Risk of Flooding from Surface Water Map shows the 

majority of the site lies in an area with a ‘very low’ risk of surface water flooding. There is 

a strip of ‘low’ risk area running along the site’s eastern boundary. This is associated with 

overland flows within the site being held back by a concrete wall running along the 

boundary. 

2.8 Existing Ground Conditions  

2.8.1 The British Geological Survey (BGS) geological mapping of the area shows the 

majority of the site is underlain by Mudstone Bedrock and River Terrace Superficial 

Deposits, 2 – Sand and Gravel. Superficial Deposits were formed from rivers depositing 

mainly sand and gravel detrital material in channels to form river terrace deposits, with 

fine silt and clay from overbank floods forming floodplain alluvium, and some bogs 

depositing peat. 
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2.8.2 From an inspection of the Environment Agency’s Aquifer Designation Map on its 

website the site is underlain by a ‘Secondary B Aquifer’. Secondary B Aquifers are 

“predominantly lower permeability layers which may store and yield limited amounts of 

groundwater due to localised features such as fissures, thin permeable horizons and 

weathering. These are generally the waterbearing parts of the former non-aquifers”. 

2.8.3 From an inspection of the Environment Agency’s Groundwater Source Protection 

Zone Map the site does not fall within a Groundwater Source Protection Zone.  

2.8.4 The site is located in a ‘Soil Index Class 4’area. Soil Index Class 4 has a low Winter 

Rainfall Acceptance Potential and high standard percentage runoff, and so suggests the 

underlying soil has relatively poor permeability. 

2.9 Existing Services 

2.9.1 Enquiries have been made to Severn Trent Water to establish the location of the 

existing public sewers in the vicinity of the site. There are public foul and storm water 

sewers approximately 0.2km to the south-east and south west of the site. 

2.10 Historical Uses of the Site 

2.10.1 The earliest historical maps date from 1840s and show the site to be located within 

enclosed fields labelled High Heath. The 1887 First Edition Ordnance Survey mapping 

shades the area of Hams Hall park, as extant at that date. This indicates that the Site was 

located within an agricultural field and area of copse, Gravel Pit Covert, immediately west 

of the park’s western extent. 

2.10.2 Hams Hall house was dismantled in the 1920s and reconstructed near Cirencester, 

in advance of the construction of Hams Hall Power Station. Hams Hall Power Station was 

constructed in three main phases, between 1927-9, 1949 and 1958. Power Station 

structures, comprising an electricity sub-station, are visible within the Site on 1930s aerial 

photographs. However, this was replaced during the 1958 building phase; a substation 

with a different layout is visible on aerial photographs of 1959. The substation is first 

mapped on the 1955 Ordnance Survey mapping. This remained extant until 2011, when 

it was largely demolished.  

2.11 Site Vehicle Movements 

2.11.1 The REC is expected to generate up to 88 heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) trips per 

day, (44 In and 44 Out) , plus trips associated with 20 staff. 

2.12 Noise Sensitive Receptors 

10.1.1 The closest residential receptors are located to the north east of the application 

site, approximately 500 metres from the northern site boundary. There is a single property 

located adjacent to the former Hams Hall site boundary, with two further properties further 

east, adjacent to the church. 

 


